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 By James Robertson Ward, Editor, The Clishmaclaver  

 Starting with a Memorial weekend event in Alma, Michi-

gan, and the “as we go to press” International AGM and Celebra-

tion Gathering in Scotland, this has been a busy year for Clan 

Donnachaidh. You’ll find individual reports on the inside pages, 

plus a reminder of remaining games in September. 

Our own AGM, in combination with the Quad City Games, (see 

Centennial Park Photo below) will be held in Davenport as de-

tailed on inside pages. 

The Alma opening games report includes photos of hosts Luke 

and Pagan Robertson and will be found on inside pages. 

Our second game of the season was at Eagan, Minnesota, with Jon 

Carlson, Minnesota, Vice-President in charge. The new location 

provided more room and better traffic control. Check inside for 

more game reports. 

Busy Season of Games and Celebrations 

For Upper Midwest and in Scotland  

Davenport Highland Games and Celtic Festival 



New CDSUM Membership Dashboard Online! 

CDSUM now has its own online membership site where members can view their 

own dashboard: https://members.clandonnachaidh.org/ 

 

The new site will give members the ability to: 

 

1) View current and past newsletters (Clishmaclavers) 

2) View or Add Local Scottish Events to the Events Calendar 

3) Vote on periodic topics 

4) View the Membership Directory 

5) Access Member only material (special events\polls\communications\Council 

Member 

6) Memberships can be purchased, renewed or upgraded online with any credit card 

securely (SSL) 

 
*Every member will need to have a valid email address to use the system.  Membership is 

still accepted via check through the clan tents or via snail mail (see the clandonnachaidh.org 

site for details) 

 

Current Members will be sent an email detailing the username and temporary pass-

word. Upon initial login members will be directed to change their password 

(recommended). Family Memberships can then add all members of their family un-

der the “Additional” tab in their profile so that everyone can receive email corre-

spondence and also be set up as a user in the system. 

 

Members will be able to view their membership information including the date it 

expires, receive renewal notifications or change membership. 

 

Watch your email for additional details! (members), or sign up today (non members) 
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Centennial Park on the Davenport Riverfront 

September 14-15, 2018 

Free Admission includes National Championship! 

You do not want to miss out on one 

of the premier events in the Quad 

Cities area.  The Quad Cities Celtic 

festival will be bringing you some of 

the very best Highland Dance, Bag-

piping, Sheepherding, Irish Wolf-

hounds and Belegarth Swordfighting 

and an exciting Blacksmithing 

Demonstration! 

2018 is the 20th Anniversary of 

hosting the festival in the QC Area 

and for your pleasure this year the 

festival will be bringing the High-

land Games Lightweight National 

Championship!    http://www.celtichighlandgames.org/ 

2018 CDSUM AGM Scheduled to Follow 

Davenport Games 

This years AGM will once again be host-

ed at the Thunder Bay Grill in Davenport 

Iowa on Sunday the 16th. The AGM will 

begin at 10:00 AM with brunch  to fol-

low.  
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Waukesha Expo Center Hosts Labor Day 

Weekend with Wisconsin Highland Games  

A colorful website (www.wisconsinhighlandgames.com) tells the story of this 

year’s three day whiz-bang event located just off the expressway in the west subur-

ban Milwaukee area of Waukesha. 

The Friday opening night ceremony is free admission and parking! Two days that 

follow are full of heavy athletic events, pipe bands, music, and dancing. Kids un-

der 12 are free. 

Hours are: Friday, Aug. 31, 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Saturday, Sep 1, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Pub Tent open until 10 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept. 2, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Pub Tent open until 9 p.m. 

Be sure to drop in at the Clan Donnachaidh tent for a warm greeting! 
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 The Minnesota Scottish Fair was in a new location 

in Egan, Minnesota, and for the first time it was free to 

attend. The weather was great and we had a huge crowd. 

Onlookers brought a lot of dogs of all types. The fair 

even ran out of meat pies and Scotch eggs by 12:30 p.m. 

They had to bring in pizza to sell. 

                Sherrill made several pan shortbreads, short-

bread cookies and a seedy cake to give to people who 

stopped by. Everyone loved the home-baked items. She helped out at the tent by 

providing historical information on the clan. 

                The tent was just across from the bagpipe competition and pipe band compe-

tition. The distance was just far enough that we could hear the pipes but still talk with 

people in a relatively normal voice. At the end of the day the massed bands were in the 

same location. so we had music all day. 

                The parade went well and the Donnachaidh’s had a good group of partici-

pants. We all had a good day.! 

Minnesota Games Report: Attendance Swells! 
By Jon Carlson: MN VP 

Illinois Highland Games at “Aye”tasca Expands 

Program with Unusual Competitions and Food 

 Adding to an already crowded schedule of events, the planners of 

the Chicago area games this year included a “Haggis Hunt” and followed 

that with a “Haggis Eating Contest”. As usual, there were a large number 

of Clans represented, with our double tent having a good position in Clan 

row.  

 Our normal good list of visitors was swelled by a group of Robert-

sons who had come to the event for a “party”, and were eager to find out 

more about our Clan in hopes of joining in a dining event. 

 Thanks to all who helped at the tent greeting visitors and carry-

ing our colors in the Parade of the Tartan. Featured Scottish musical 

group was “The Glengarry Bhoys” appearing on the Celtic Rock Stage. 

Report By Jim Ward 
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 Alma started out like always, 

Hot with a chance of rain.  That be-

ing said, it was a fantastic week-

end.  Attendance was very good, 

and there were plenty of guests vis-

iting our tent.  With everything pro-

vided by the Clan as well as what 

Pagan and I brought, we had a great 

display.   

 We also had plenty of help. 

Russ and Jess, Patricia and Phil 

Wilbur and the President of the 

CDSUM John and his family, as well as others made for a laughter filled week-

end.  A special thanks to Russ for his Highland Punch which was a Huge 

Hit. Pagan's Shortbread was a big hit, and as always The variety of Scotch.  

 Clansman Robert Reid Piped us out again for The Presentation of Clans 

again this year.  We had some new members sign up on the spot that weekend as 

well as others that sounded very interested.   

 All in all it was a great weekend. We also encourage anyone reading this to 

try to make to Alma next year! Come out and have some fun with us.  

ALMA Group Makes Clan Donnachaidh Shine 

Report by Luke Robertson.—MI VP 
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Three-in-One Event Makes History for Clan 

Celebrating Struan’s Anniversaries and AGM 

Clan Chief, Gilbert Robertson of Struan  

A Gathering like no other took place this year from August 10th to 19th in the Pit-

lochry area with celebration of the 80th birthday and the 35th year as The Struan 

as leader of Clan Donnachaidh. 

Tours to Museums, Castles and old battlefields began the week, led by James Ir-

vine Robertson and Donald Reid. As the week progressed, additional activities in-

cluded a visit to the Pitlochry Theatre and educational program. 

At the end of the busy week on Saturday was the morning AGM meeting, with the 

Chief’s Dinner at Atholl Palace in the evening. 

Finishing off the celebration was the Struan Kirk service. This is a special service 

as it is the first time that the Kirk is owned by the Clan. 

As for the Upper Midwest’s part in the celebration, we sent an oversize birthday 

greeting card to The Struan, signed by attendees at our Summer Games, and a ma-

jor cash contribution toward the Kirk acquisition. 

Over 300 photos of the event were taken by a professional photographer and are 

available for viewing through website: www.donnachaidh.com. A passcode for 

viewing (180818) is given in the introduction section. 
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New Scottish Restaurant Makes Chicago scene- 

Balmoral in Western Suburb of Campton Hills  

If you’ve been waiting each year for the Highland Games food stalls in order to 

sample Scottish fare, you don’t have to wait any longer. Drive west on Route 64 

and you’ll find Balmoral (see photo below). It has a menu that would match some-

thing you would find on the Magnificant Mile in Edinburgh. 

It is located at the intersection of Route 64 where Burlington Road turns to the 

north and LaFox Road goes south. Host Colin Smith, a restaurateur from the Old 

Country, came to the St. Charles area in 2005, but has been planning his new res-

taurant for some time. In 2013 he visited Balmoral Castle in Scotland, built in 

1856 by Queen Victoria’s husband, Albert. The castle’s dining hall was the inspira-

tion for what is now fine dining in Campton Hills. 

On returning home from his visit, Colin began his search for a proper setting, and 

found it in the hills west of the Fox River in a setting much like his native Scot-

land, and started building his stateside version of the royal estate—the dining room 

portion. 

You’ll want to read the whole story of Balmoral in their website: www. balmor-

alrestaurant.com, complete with menus and photos of favorite entrees. 
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John W. Reid 

John W. Reid 

Branch President 

 Wow, time does fly. Seems like just yesterday we 

were awaiting warm weather and the start of the games and 

festival season. All of a sudden, it is August and five games 

are behind us. I managed to attend three of the games with 

my wife, Liz, son Mike and his son Ian. I can assure you that 

everyone had a wonderful time. The clan won best display 

award at Milwaukee, an impressive etched glass beer stein. 

We will add that to our collection of awards. 

 

 My sincere thanks go out to the members who have 

hosted and helped at our clan displays. Clan Donnachaidh 

has a wonderful reputation at games for our hospitality and 

we have folks who come back every year to seek out our 

tent. Thanks to Luke and Pagan Robertson for hosting the games in Michigan, 

Bill Reid in Milwaukee, Russ and Jessie Read in Chicago and Jon Carlson in 

Minnesota.  

 

 In other news, we bought a birthday card for Struan for his 80th birthday. 

We brought it to the three games we attended and got many signatures. The card 

is on its way to Scotland to be presented at the gathering where there will be a 

celebration of his birthday and 35 years as our clan chief. Other important news 

from Scotland is that the clan’s efforts to purchase Struan Kirk have been success-

ful and should be completed this month. Funds are still needed for completing 

restoration and modernization of the site. Our branch has $700.00 dollars in our 

fund for this. There is still time to donate if you wish.  

 

 One last bit of business: The AGM will be the weekend of the Quad Cit-

ies games on September 16th. As in the past we will meet at Thunder Bay Grill at 

ten AM and have brunch following the meeting. The games will take place on the 

15th . Enjoy the rest of the summer and see you in September  

Presidents Message 
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Clan Donnachaidh Society  

Upper Midwest  

 
Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest History  
 

Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest (CDSUM) was established in 

1986 by Gordon and Patricia Wilber along with Joanne Reid and Phillis 

Anderson. They initially gathered about 12 people the Wilber’s town 

house in Hoffman Estates to begin the task creating Clan Donnachaidh 

Upper Midwest.  

 

The first thing they did was man a table at the Scottish Fair in the Irish 

American Center in Chicago. There more people signed up. By the end 

of 1986 the by-laws were written and Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper 

Midwest was officially established!  

 

Clan Donnachaidh Society, Pacific Northwest donated 3 dirks, which 

were raffled to raise funds for the newly established society. Since that 

time, the clan created the Clishmaclaver for all Clan members to keep up 

to date with Clan activities. Gordon and Patricia also began the "Taste of 

Scotland" at their home. This gave everyone a reason to get together, 

sample authentic Scottish foods, and of course, a dram or two of single 

malt scotch.  

 

In February 1990, Gordon and Patricia along with Marge Hale and the 

rest of the CDSUM members hosted the North American Conference of 

Clan Donnachaidh Presidents in Chicago. Alexander Gilbert Haldane 

Robertson of Struan (Chief of Clan Donnachaidh) found out about the 

event and wished to participate, which he did. Struan also returned in 

February 1993 for a 5 branch tour to kick off the centenary year. Our 

members represented CDSUM well during the Celebration in Pitlochry 

Scotland.  

 

CDSUM turned twenty five in 2011 with a celebration dinner on the 

Milwaukee River. The event was arranged by Russ and Jessie Read. This 

year we celebrated our Thirtieth anniversary with a luncheon cruise on 

the Illinois River at Peoria.  

 

Since its founding, CDSUM has continued to grow. We have active 

members in the states of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, 

and Wisconsin. We currently man CDSUM tents at nine games across 

our territory.  

WWW.CLANDONNACHAIDH.ORG  

 
Clan Donnachaidh Society Upper Midwest  
James Robertson Ward, Clishmaclaver editor  

893 Saddlewood Drive  

Glen Ellyn IL 60137  

 
CLAN OFFICERS  

 
JOHN REID, PRESIDENT  

MIKE REID, TREASURER ,  V.P.-ILLINOIS 

PATRICIA WILBER, MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN 
LYNN WOOD, SECRETARY  

BOB ROBERTSON, V.P.-ILLINOIS  

KATHY HART, V.P.- INDIANA  
BOB DUNCAN, V.P.– IOWA  

RUSS READ, V.P.– WISCONSIN  

LUKE ROBERTSON, V.P.– MICHIGAN  
JON CARLSON, V.P.- MINNESOTA  

GORDON WILBER, PRES. EMERITUS  

BEN KUHL, PUBLICISIT & WEBMASTER 
JAMES ROBERTSON WARD , NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

 

CLAN TRUSTEES  

 
JESSIE READ  

TIFFANY KUHL  

PATRICIA WILBER  
 

CLAN COUNCIL  

 
CLAN OFFICERS & TRUSTEES, PLUS  

DICK & BRENDA ROBERTSON  

MARY JANE ROBERTSON  
LIZ REID 
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